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1
CARTRIDGE SYSTEM AND DISPENSING
TUBE FOR SAID CARTRIDGE SYSTEM

The invention relates to a cartridge system for mixing and
applying a mixing ware, in particular a medical cement, com-
prising two cartridges that are arranged parallel to each other,
and a mixing space having an outlet opening, whereby the
cartridges each comprise at least one opening in the cartridge
walls that connect(s) the cartridges to the mixing space, and
the cartridges each comprise a feed plunger for expelling
starting components of the mixing ware out of the cartridges
through the openings, as well as a dispensing tube for a
cartridge system of said type.

Cartridge system for mixing and applying a mixing ware
can consist of multiple components and are to ensure safe
storage and safe closure for components in at least two car-
tridges prior to their use. The cartridge system should be safe
and easy to open right before the application of the mixing
ware, whereby synchronous opening of the individual car-
tridges is desirable.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Reactive pasty two- or multi-component systems must be
stored separately after their production and until their appli-
cation in order to prevent premature, inadvertent reactions of
the components. Cartridge system for the application of pasty
two- or multi-component systems have been known for
decades. The following documents are cited for exemplary
purposes, CH 669 164 A5, EP 0607 102 A1, EP0236 129 A2,
DE 3 440 893 Al, U.S. Pat. No. 4,690,306 A, US 2009/
062808 A1,EP 0787 535 A1, WO 2006/005206 A1, EP 0 693
437 A1,EP 0294 672 A, EP 0261 466 A1, and EP 2 008 707
Al. The pasty two- or multi-component systems are mixed
right before their application, usually through the use of static
mixers. The following documents are cited for exemplary
purposes, GB 1,188,516 A, U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,125,245 A,
5,968,018 A, 4,068,830 A, US2003/179648 A1,EP 0664 153
Al, and EP 0 289 882 A1. After the cartridges are filled with
reactive pastes, the cartridges need to remain closed until their
application. In this context, mobile plungers, which are also
used to dispense the cartridge content, usually seal the car-
tridge floors.

A number of solutions has been proposed for closing the
cartridge system head of the cartridge system.

One simple, but very effective, principle is to close the
cartridge head with a closure that can be rotated (EP 0431 347
Al1,DE2017292 A1,U.S.Pat.No. 3,215,298 A). The closure
is unscrewed prior to the application. Subsequently, a dis-
pensing tube is screwed into a thread on the cartridge head or
fixed through a peg system that simulates a thread. This is
disadvantageous in that the user needs to perform rotational
motions twice until the paste material can be expelled. More-
over, the closure may be screwed out and the dispensing tube
is attached only later. In the interim between the cartridges
being opened and the dispensing tube being inserted, ingre-
dients of the pastes may evaporate, especially if the pastes
contain volatile substances.

The closure that is in very common use currently in the
adhesives and sealant industry is based on the wall material of
the cartridge being provided to be very thin at the cartridge
head such that said wall can be perforated easily. During
perforation, particles may become detached from the wall and
can thus enter the pasty material.

The backside of the cartridges is usually closed by mobile
plungers that are designed for expelling the pastes during
application. In the case of humidity- and air-sensitive pastes,
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aluminium cartridges may be used that are closed by plastic
plungers and over which aluminium cylinders that are closed
on one side are pressed in for sealing purposes. During the
application of the pastes, the aluminium cylinder having one
closed side is moved jointly with the plunger towards the front
in the direction of the cartridge head through the action of
cartridge applicator guns and the paste is expelled in the
process. However, any contact of paste and aluminium sur-
faces may be problematic in medical applications.

Using cartridge systems for sterile pasty medical products,
there is a need for not only the pastes, but obviously the
cartridges and secondary packaging means also to be pro-
vided in sterile form to the user. For example after aseptic
filling of the previously sterilised cartridges, these may be
transferred directly to sterile packaging means. Moreover, it
may make sense for certain products to sterilise the surfaces
of filled cartridges jointly with the packaging means after
packaging is completed. Aside from gamma sterilisation,
which cannot be used with paste systems that can be poly-
merised, there is the option to use ethylene oxide gas for
sterilisation.

However, one issue of said sterilisation with gas in the case
of paste systems containing monomers with a high vapour
pressure is that a fraction of the monomers in the cartridges
evaporates after the actual sterilisation, when the residual
ethylene oxide is removed by the action of a vacuum,
whereby the monomers form a gas phase in the cartridges and
can thus exert a pressure against the plungers. This means that
the plungers are moved in the direction of the cartridge floors
in undesired manner and may be expelled from the cartridges
in the extreme case such that the pastes may leak out.

Polymethylmethacrylate bone cements have been in use in
medicine for decades for permanent mechanical fixation of
total joint endoprostheses. They are based on powder-liquid
systems. Recently, polymethylmethacrylate bone cements
that are based on the use of cement pastes have been proposed
also (DE 10 2007 050 762 A1, DE 10 2008 030 312 A1, DE
102007 052 116 A1). Thus far, no suitable cartridge systems
have been proposed for said cements.

With regard to the application of bone cements for fixation
of total joint endoprostheses, it is always necessary to take
into consideration that the OR staff is under time pressure
during these surgeries. Therefore, as a matter of principle,
cartridge systems for medical applications involving the
application of paste-like polymethylmethacrylate bone
cements should be designed such that they are largely resis-
tant to user errors and can be operated rapidly and safely even
in stressful situations.

The methylmethacrylate monomer is an essential ingredi-
ent of paste-like polymethylmethacrylate bone cements. Said
monomer evaporates readily and has a relatively high vapour
pressure at room temperature. For this reason, it is essential to
note with regard to the use of methylmethacrylate-containing
pastes that the cartridge plungers in the cartridges may be
moved and may be expelled from the cartridges in the extreme
case by the evaporating methylmethacrylate upon exposure to
vacuum, such as during the de-gassing as part of ethylene
oxide sterilisation. A cartridge system of the kind is based on
packaging pasty multi-component systems in tubular bags
(WO 2010/006455 Al). In this context, the sealed tubular
bags are inserted into cartridges. Tubular bags are advanta-
geous in that they are suitable for packaging pastes that con-
tain volatile ingredients. Tubular bags made of compound
materials, such as aluminium compound bags, are particu-
larly well-suited. The tubular bags are opened by blades that
rotate along when the dispensing tube is screwed in. During
the rotational motion of the blades, the bags are cut open, and
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openings in the cartridges for dispensing the content are thus
provided. The pasty bag content is subsequently squeezed
through these openings in the cartridges in the direction of the
static mixer.

In this context, it is disadvantageous that packaging pasty
materials in tubular bags and, in additional, in cartridges is
quite expensive and reserved for special applications only.
Moreover, it is a problem in many applications, especially in
the field of medicine, that parts of the cut tubular bags may
become detached and thus may enter into the pasty compo-
nents and thus contaminate the mixing ware.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore the object of the invention to provide a
cartridge system that is easy and inexpensive to manufacture,
but at the same time allows the cartridges to be opened safely
and easily. Safe storage and safe closure of paste-like com-
ponents in at least two cartridges prior to their use should be
ensured. The cartridge system should be safe and rapid to
open right with minimal effort right before application of the
pastes in order to enable simple application during surgeries
and thus reduce and/or overcome the shortcomings of exist-
ing cartridge systems and their closure systems. Accordingly,
a closure system is to be developed that safely closes car-
tridges for multiple components and allows the individual
cartridges to be opened rapidly and without difficulties.
Moreover, operating errors of the user attaching the dispens-
ing tube should also be prevented.

Said objects are met in that a closure that can be shifted in
the mixing space is arranged in the mixing space in a manner
such that it closes the openings of the cartridges in a starting
position and in that the openings to the mixing space are
opened, at least in part, in a final position of the shiftable
closure, whereby the shiftable closure can be shifted from the
starting position to the final position.

In this context, the invention may provide the mixing space
to be a hollow body, in particular a hollow cylinder, having
hollow body walls, whereby the openings in the cartridges
extend through the hollow body wall into the mixing space.

Furthermore, the invention proposes the mixing space to be
arranged between the cartridges, in particular in a manner
such that regions of the cartridge walls and the hollow body
wall are provided as a single part.

The invention also proposes the mixing space to be
arranged parallel to the cartridges.

In this context, the interior of the mixing space can be
provided to have a mobile rod arranged in it parallel to the
feed plungers and fixedly connected to the feed plungers
through at least a fin and/or a plate, whereby the rod com-
prises a snap-in locking means on the side facing the outlet
opening and an opposite snap-in locking means is attached in
the mixing space that acts in concert with the snap-in locking
means of the rod in a manner such that a motion of the rod out
of the mixing space and therefore a motion of the feed plung-
ers out of the cartridges is significantly hampered, in particu-
lar is prevented.

Moreover, the invention can provide the cartridge walls
and/or the mixing space walls to include at least one slit that
starts at the cartridge floor and is arranged parallel to the
cartridge axis, whereby the width of the slit or slits is suffi-
cient to take up the fin or fins and the length of the slit or slits
extends, in particular, to at least half of the length of the
cartridge.

Moreover, the invention proposes to arrange the outlet
opening in a cartridge system head and the cartridge system
head to comprise a fastening means for fastening a dispensing
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tube, in particular on the inside of the cartridge system head,
preferably a thread or multiple pegs.

In this context, a limit stop, preferably in the form of pegs
or fins, can be arranged in the mixing space and limits the
motion of the shiftable closure in the direction of the centre of
the mixing space thus define the final position of the shiftable
closure.

Moreover, the invention proposes to arrange the shiftable
closure in the mixing space in a press-fit manner.

The shiftable closure can also be provided to be shiftable in
the longitudinal direction of the mixing space.

The invention also proposes the feed plungers to close the
cartridges in a sealing manner.

The invention can also provide sealing means, in particular
sealing rings, to be arranged on the openings of the cartridges
towards the mixing space. The sealing means are designed to
improve the sealing effect of the shiftable closure with respect
to the openings in the cartridges in case the sealing effect of
the shiftable closure through the press-fit is insufficient.

In this context, the sealing means around the openings to
the mixing space between the internal wall of the mixing
space and the shiftable closure can be provided to be arranged
in the starting position.

Advantageous developments of the cartridge system can be
characterised in that the shiftable closure comprises an exten-
sion in the form of a hollow body, in which openings are
provided in the hollow body walls touching against the side
walls of the mixing space.

The invention can also provide the shiftable closure to be a
compact body or a hollow body, in particular a hollow cylin-
der, with one closed side.

Alternatively, the invention can provide the shiftable clo-
sure to be a hollow body that is open on both sides, and a
dispensing tube to be arranged such as to be shiftable on the
inside of the mixing space, whereby the dispensing tube
comprises an open dispensing tube tip that faces the outlet
opening or projects from it and an extension facing the car-
tridge floor, which extension is completely closed in the
direction of the cartridge floor, and the extension to comprise
openings in the side walls facing the cartridge walls, whereby
a continuous connection extends on the inside of the dispens-
ing tube from the openings to the dispensing tube tip and
preferably has a static mixer arranged in it, whereby the
external diameter of the extension is smaller than or equal to
the internal diameter of the mixing space and larger than the
internal diameter of the closure, whereas the remainder of the
dispensing tube that is situated inside the mixing space has an
external diameter that is smaller than the internal diameter of
the closure.

In this context, the invention can provide a limit stop in the
cartridge system head, in particular at the outlet opening, and
can provide the feed plungers and/or the dispensing tube can
be subjected to the application of compressed air.

The invention also provides a plate and/or at least one fin to
be fixedly connected to the feed plungers on the floor side, and
a locking means to be connected to the plate and/or at least
one fin, whereby the locking means extends into the mixing
space and therein engages a counter-locking means such that
a motion of the plate and/or at least one fin and feed plungers
in the direction of the cartridge floor is blocked, and an
unlocking facility is provided on the inside of the mixing
space that is fixedly connected to the shiftable closure such
that shifting the shiftable closure into its final position is
accompanied by an unlocking of the locking means such that
a motion of the plate and/or at least one fin and feed plungers
in the direction of the cartridge floor is made feasible.
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The invention also relates to a dispensing tube for a car-
tridge system of this type, whereby the dispensing tube com-
prises, opposite from a dispensing tube tip of the dispensing
tube, an extension whose diameter is smaller than the internal
diameter of the mixing space, and which is designed to shift
the shiftable closure during the insertion of the dispensing
tube into the cartridge system head of the cartridge system
such that the openings of the cartridges are open, at least in
part.

In this context, the invention can provide the extension to
be a hollow body, in particular a hollow cylinder, having
openings, whereby, in the operational position of the dispens-
ing tube in the cartridge system, openings in the extension are
situated over the openings of the cartridges, at least in part,
such that the internal spaces of the cartridges are connected to
the mixing space through the openings.

The invention can also provide the dispensing tube to com-
prise a fastening means, preferably peg or a thread, in par-
ticular an external thread.

Moreover, the invention can provide the dispensing tube to
comprise a static mixer.

And lastly, the invention proposes the dispensing tube to be
fixedly connected to the shiftable closure such that the two
together form a joint part of the cartridge system.

Said cartridge system and the corresponding closure sys-
tem of'the cartridge system are based on the surprising finding
that the cartridge system can be opened reliably and with easy
handling by means of a mobile closure without any need to
destroy a component, such as the cartridge wall, while open-
ing the cartridge such that no contamination of the compo-
nents to be mixed or of the mixing wares by component
materials needs to be feared. This allows for safe closure of
the multi-component cartridges and rapid, uncomplicated,
simultaneous opening of the individual cartridges of the sys-
tem. Attaching the dispensing tube effects a forced, synchro-
nous opening of the cartridges such that the cartridges are
open only when the dispensing tube is attached, which pre-
vents potential operating errors of the user.

A cartridge system of this type and a closure system of this
type can be made altogether of inexpensive injection mould-
ing parts. The cartridge system enables the plungers to be
moved synchronously in the cartridges in the direction of the
cartridge system head upon application of a force, and thus
allows the pastes to be squeezed out evenly in order to ensure
the proper mixing ratio of the pastes with respect to each
other.

Further simplification and assurance of the operability of a
cartridge system of this type is provided through the fact that
amotion of the feed plungers upon the action of a vacuum can
be safely prevented.

In the scope of the invention, the mixing space is under-
stood to be the space situated between the at least two car-
tridges as well as the adjoining regions. It extends from the
cartridge floor, i.e. the rear, floor-side part of the cartridge
system, to the outlet opening on the cartridge system head on
the front side of the cartridge system, and thus also comprises
the internal space of the cartridge system head. In this context,
the mixing of the starting components does not have to pro-
ceed in every space of the mixing space, but may proceed in
sub-regions thereof. A mixing space that is connected to the
cartridges through hoses, such that the mixing space is not
situated exactly between the cartridges in a geometrical
sense, is also included in the scope of the invention.

A shiftable closure in the scope of the invention is also
understood to be a closure which is initially, in the starting
position, connected through a fixed connection to the walls of
the intermediate space, for example through thin bridges,
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provided said fixed connection includes predetermined
breakage sites, which break when a force acts on the closure
and thus facilitate shifting the closure under the action of a
force.

In this context, the invention proposes the fixed connection
or the fixed connections having the predetermined breakage
sites to be provided in the direction, viewed from the openings
of the cartridges, in which the closure moves during the
opening process in order to prevent particles of the predeter-
mined breakage sites from entering into the mixing wares
and/or into the starting components of the mixing wares.

The final position in the scope of the invention is not to be
understood as a conclusive final position. Accordingly, it
would be conceivable, for example, that the shiftable closure
can also be moved from the final position into the starting
position then rendering the cartridges of the cartridge system
ready for re-filling. This renders the cartridge system re-
usable. Moreover, the starting position, like the final position,
is understood to be just one of at least two positions into
which the shiftable closure can be shifted.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following, exemplary embodiments of the invention
are illustrated through sixteen schematic drawings. In the
figures:

FIG. 1 shows a cross-sectional view in longitudinal direc-
tion of a cartridge system according to the invention;

FIG. 2 shows a top view onto the front side of a cartridge
system according to the invention having the outlet opening
according to FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a top view onto the cartridge floor of a
cartridge system according to the invention according to FIG.

FIG. 4 shows a cross-sectional view of a cartridge system
according to FIG. 1 along the line AA in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 shows a side view of a cartridge system according to
the invention according to FIG. 1,

FIG. 6 shows a top view onto a cartridge floor of a second
cartridge system according to the invention;

FIG. 7 shows a dispensing tube for a cartridge system
according to the invention;

FIG. 8 shows a cross-sectional view in longitudinal direc-
tion of a dispensing tube according to the invention according
to FIG. 7,

FIG. 9 shows a cross-sectional view of the front part of a
third cartridge system according to the invention with the
dispensing tube inserted;

FIG. 10 shows a cross-sectional view of a cartridge system
according to the invention with an integral dispensing tube;

FIG. 11 shows a cross-sectional view of a fifth cartridge
system according to the invention;

FIG. 12 shows a perspective view of a shiftable closure for
a cartridge system according to FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 shows a side view of a dispensing tube for a
cartridge system according to FIG. 11;

FIG. 14 shows a cross-sectional view of a sixth cartridge
system according to the invention with an integral dispensing
tube;

FIG. 15 shows a side view of a shiftable closure with
integral dispensing tube for a cartridge system according to
FIG. 14; and

FIG. 16 shows a cross-sectional view of a seventh cartridge
system according to the invention having an unlocking device
attached to the closure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a cross-sectional view of a cartridge system
(1) according to the invention having a mixing space (20) that
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is bounded by mixing space walls (21) and ends into an outlet
opening (22). The mixing space (20) extends in the space
between two cartridges (30) and is provided as a cylindrical
hollow body. The cartridges (30) are bounded by cartridge
heads (31), cartridge walls (32), and a cartridge floor (33).
The starting components (not shown) for a mixing ware to be
mixed are situated inside the cartridges (30). Openings (40)
are situated in the cartridge walls (32) and mixing space walls
(21) and connect the inside of the cartridges (30) to the inside
of the mixing space (20). Accordingly, said cartridge system
(1) is suitable for mixing a mixing ware consisting of two
components.

The outlet opening (22) is formed in a cartridge system
head (50) that comprises, on the inside, a fastening means
(51) in the form of a thread or in the form of pegs which may
also form a thread.

A shiftable closure (60) in the form of a massive cylinder is
placed in press-fit manner in the upper end of the mixing
space (20), i.e. the end facing the outlet opening (22). The
shiftable closure (60) closes the openings (40) that connect
the inside of the cartridges (30) to the inside of the mixing
space (20). However, the shiftable closure (60) can just as
well have a closed jacket surface.

Towards the cartridge floors (33), the cartridges (30) are
closed through feed plungers (62). The feed plungers (62) can
be shifted along the longitudinal direction of the cartridges
(30) and can be equipped with common stripping lips and
gaskets in order to ensure sealed closure of the cartridges (30).

The feed plungers (62) are connected to each other on the
cartridge floor (33) through a fin (65) or a plate (not shown).
An additional fin (66) that extends through the mixing space
walls (21) and through the cartridge walls (32) can be pro-
vided on the inside of the cartridge system (1).

In addition, a rod (70) is fixedly connected through the fins
(65, 66) and projects into the end of the mixing space (20)
facing the cartridge floors (33). Snap-in locking means (71)
are provided on the tip of the rod (70). Opposite snap-in
locking means (72) engaging the snap-in locking means (71)
are attached to the internal walls (21) of the mixing space
(20). The opposite snap-in locking means (72) are made of a
flexible material, for example rubber. The snap-in locking
means (71) can be made of a common plastic material. When
the rod (70) is slid into the mixing space (20) deeply enough
for the snap-in locking means (71) to engage the opposite
snap-in locking means (72), any motion of the rod (70) out of
the mixing space (20) is prevented. At the same time, it is
feasible without any difficulty to slide the rod (70) deeper into
the mixing space (20).

Accordingly, what is situated in the mixing space (20) is
the rod (70) that is arranged in longitudinal direction of the
feed plungers (62) in a manner such that one end of it is
fastened to the fins (65) and that it has a length equal at least
to the length of the feed plungers (62). What is essential is that
the rod (70) is cogged on the side facing the cartridge head
(31). The cogs are oriented such that the tips of the cogs point
in the direction of the cartridge floor (33). The rod (70) has a
cross-section that is smaller than the cross-section of the
mixing space (20).

A flexible snap-in device (72), whose cross-section is
smaller than or equal to that of the cogged rod (70), is
arranged on the end of the mixing space (20) on the side
facing the cartridge floor (33). This means that the cogged rod
can snap-in into said snap-in device (72). The snap-in device
(72) is arranged in a manner such that the cogged rod (70) can
only move in the direction of the cartridge head (31). A
retrograde motion towards the cartridge floor (33) is not fea-
sible.
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The position of the feed plungers (62) in the cartridges (30)
is fixed through the cogged rod (70) and the snap-in device
(72) such that a retrograde motion of the feed plungers (62)
out of the cartridges (30) is safely prevented even upon the
action of a vacuum.

The shiftable closure (60) can be shifted through the outlet
opening (22) towards the cartridge floor (33) by the action of
a force. The force can be made to act by inserting a suitable
dispensing tube (not shown) into the outlet opening (22). A
limit stop (74) attached in the form of pegs on the internal
walls (21) of the mixing space (20), prevents the shiftable
closure (60) from being slid beyond the limit stop (74) into the
mixing space (20). In this manner, the limit stop (74) defines
the final position of the shiftable closure (60).

In order to allow the fins (65, 66) to move through the
mixing space walls (21) and the cartridge walls (32) facing
the mixing space (20), these are provided with a slit (75) that
extends from the cartridge floors to the slit end (76) on the
inside of the cartridge system (1). The fins (65, 66) can move
through said slit (75) without any difficulty.

FIG. 2 shows a top view onto a cartridge system (1) of this
type, more particularly onto the cartridge system head (50). A
glance into the outlet opening (22) shows the mixing space
walls (21), the fastening means (51), and the shiftable closure
in the middle (60). The cartridge heads (31) of the cartridges
(30) situated underneath (not shown in FIG. 2) are provided
on both sides of the cartridge system head (50).

FIG. 3 shows a top view onto a cartridge system (1) of this
type from the direction of the cartridge floor (33). Bounded by
the mixing space walls (21), the mixing space (20) is flanked
on both sides by the cartridges (30) of which only the car-
tridge walls (32) and the feed plungers (62) are shown. The
rod (70) that projects into the inside of the mixing space (20)
is situated in the middle of said mixing space (20) that is open
in this direction. The rod (70) and the feed plungers (62) are
fixedly connected to each other through the fin (65). In order
to allow for motion of the fin (65) into the inside of the
cartridge system (1), a slit (75) is provided in the walls (21,
32) of the mixing space (20) and cartridges (30).

FIG. 4 shows a cross-sectional view of a cartridge system
(1) of this type along the section, (AA), in FIG. 1. Bounded by
the mixing space wall (21), the mixing space (20) is situated
between the two cartridges (30) that can be seen through the
feed plungers (62) and the cartridge walls (32). The feed
plungers (62) are structured to be hollow cylinders that are
closed on both sides. The inside of the mixing space (20) has
the rod (70) arranged in it. The rod (70) and the feed plungers
(62) are connected to each other through the fin (66). Slits (75)
are provided in the walls (21, 32) connecting the cartridges
(30) to the mixing space (20) and allow the fin (66) and the fin
(65) to move inside the cartridge system (1).

FIG. 5 shows a side view of a cartridge system. The mixing
space (20) is arranged between the two cartridges (30). Actu-
ally, only the mixing space walls (21) and/or the cartridge
walls (32) would be recognisable from outside. The cartridge
system head (50) is arranged on the head side of the cartridge
system (1), whereas the fin (65) is arranged on the cartridge
floor (33).

FIG. 6 shows a top view onto a cartridge floor of an alter-
native cartridge system for mixing a mixing ware consisting
of three components. For this purpose, the cartridge system
comprises three cartridges of which only the cartridge walls
(132) and the feed plungers (162) can be seen from the direc-
tion of the cartridge floor. The mixing space (120) is situated
between the cartridge walls (132) and has a rod (not shown)
situated in its middle. The rod and the feed plungers (162) are
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fixedly connected to each other through fins (165). The entire
cartridge system is enclosed through an additional jacketing
(179).

All embodiments described can be applied without any
difficulty to a cartridge system with three, four or even more
cartridges for the mixing of a mixing ware made of three, four
or even more components. With regard to the use with very
many components, it is expedient not to provide the cartridges
to be cylindrical in shape.

FIG. 7 shows a side view of a dispensing tube (80) for a
cartridge system (1) according to the invention. The dispend-
ing tube tip (81) that serves for application of a mixed mixing
ware is situated on the top end of the dispensing tube (80).
Situated underneath, there is an external thread (82) that can
be used to screw the dispensing tube (80) into the internal
thread (51) of the cartridge system (1). Openings (85) are
provided in an extension (86) that is situated underneath.

The external diameter of the extension (86) is the same as
or smaller than the diameter of the mixing space (20). By this
means, when the dispensing tube (80) is being screwed into
the cartridge system head (50), the extension (86) can pen-
etrate into the mixing space (20) beyond the cartridge system
head (50) and thus slide the shiftable closure (60) deeper into
the mixing space (20). This opens the openings (40) to the
mixing space (20). The extension (86) is provided as hollow
cylinder and the openings (85) serve to not block the starting
components to be mixed, which pass through the openings
(40) in the cartridge walls (32). Accordingly, the materials to
be mixed pass through both openings (40) and openings (85).

FIG. 8 shows a cross-sectional view of a dispensing tube
(80) of this type according to FIG. 7. In addition to the
dispending tube tip (81), the external thread (82), and the
extension (86) in the form of a hollow cylinder, a static mixer
(88) is also provided inside the dispensing tube (80).

However, an extension (86) might also be formed by a rod
that ends in a tee piece, which is provided, for example, as an
extension of the central axis of the static mixer (88). An
extension (86) of this type would not need to have additional
openings (85). Just as well, an extension of the static mixer
(88) beyond the thread (82) might serve as extension (86).

FIG. 9 shows the upper (cartridge head side) part of a
second cartridge system according to the invention having an
incorporated dispensing tube (280). The dispensing tube
(280) is fully incorporated into the cartridge system head
(250) which is evident from the fastening means (251) of the
cartridge system head (250), which is provided through pegs
in this case, engaging the fastening means (282) of the dis-
pensing tube (280). In said assembled state, the extension
(286), which is provided as hollow body having openings
(285), extends so deeply into the mixing space (220) that the
shiftable closure (260) is shifted along the mixing space (220)
away from its starting position and more deeply into the
inside of the cartridge system.

In this case, the shiftable closure (260) is structured to be a
hollow cylinder with one closed side. To prevent the mixing
ware and the starting components from entering the cartridge
floor-side part of the mixing space (220), the shiftable closure
(260) is closed on the side that faces the dispensing tube
(280). It is feasible just as well to design the end of the
extension (286) such that is closes the entire cross-section of
the mixing space (220).

The final position of the shiftable closure (260) is defined
by a limit stop (274) in the form of a ring on the inside of the
mixing space (220). The cartridges (230) are bounded by the
cartridge walls (232) and the cartridge heads (231) as well as
feed plungers (not shown in FIG. 9).
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If pressure is applied to the feed plungers (not shown)
while the dispensing tube (280) is inserted, starting compo-
nents for the mixing ware stored in the cartridges (230) are
squeezed through the openings (240, 285) into the mixing
space (220). In the mixing space (220), the starting compo-
nents are mixed and thus the mixing ware is produced. The
mixing of the mixing ware can be enhanced by a static mixer
(not shown in FIG. 9) in the dispensing tube (280). Lastly, the
mixed mixing ware exits from the cartridge system through
the dispensing tube tip (281) and can be applied wherever
needed.

FIG. 10 shows a cross-sectional view of a fourth exemplary
embodiment of a cartridge system according to the invention.
In this variant, the dispensing tube (380) is already integrated
into the mixing space (320) of the cartridge system with the
closure (360) in closed position. Accordingly, in order to use
a cartridge system of this type, the dispensing tube (380) is
not inserted into the outlet opening (322) and fastened
therein, like in the preceding exemplary embodiments, but
rather it is pressed from the direction of the cartridge floor
(333) in the direction of the outlet opening (322).

For this purpose, the closure (360) is a hollow cylinder
which, in its starting position, closes, in press-fit, the open-
ings (340) in the cartridge walls (332) and therefore of the
cartridges (330) with respect to the mixing space (320). The
internal diameter of the closure (360) is larger than the exter-
nal diameter of the front part of the dispensing tube (380) that
faces the dispensing tube tip (381). The extension (386) is
provided with openings (385) and has an external diameter
that is larger than the internal diameter of the closure (360). In
addition, a step is provided between the extension (386) and
the front part of the dispensing tube (380). The extension
(386) is a hollow cylinder having openings (385) that is open
in the direction of the dispensing tube tip (381) and com-
pletely closed in the direction of the cartridge floor (333). A
static mixer (388) is situated inside the dispensing tube (380).

Application of a force to the mixing space (320) of said
cartridge system from the direction of the cartridge floor
(333), for example through compressed air, slides the dis-
pensing tube (380) in the direction of the cartridge system
head (350). As soon as the front edge of the extension (386)
facing the dispensing tube tip (381) meets the cartridge floor-
side end of the closure (360), the dispensing tube (380) also
shifts the closure (360) into the cartridge system head (350).
The motion of the closure (360) is limited by a limit stop (374)
that is arranged on the tip of the cartridge system head (350).
In its final position, the closure (360) frees the openings (340)
completely and touches against the limit stop (374). At the
same time, the openings (385) of the extension (386) are
situated over the openings (340).

If a force is then exerted, for example by applying com-
pressed air, from the direction of the cartridge floor (333) to
two feed plungers (362), the content of the cartridges (330) is
squeezed through the openings (340) and the openings (385)
into the extension (386) of the dispensing tube (380). The
static mixer (388) is used to mix the contents of the cartridges
(330) in the dispensing tube (380) to form a mixing ware.
Lastly, the mixed mixing ware is squeezed through the dis-
pensing tube tip (381) out of the cartridge system.

Unlike the preceding exemplary embodiments, this exem-
plary embodiment has the closure (360) being slid not in the
direction of the cartridge floor (333), but rather in the direc-
tion of the cartridge system head (350) in order to free the
openings (340). The feed plungers (362) can be connected to
each other through a fin (not shown) such that the motion of
the feed plungers (362) is synchronised.
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Therefore, according to the invention, a shiftable dispens-
ing tube (380) that can be shifted in the longitudinal direction
of the cartridges (330) and contains a static mixer (388) is
situated in the mixing space (320), and the external diameter
of the dispensing tube (380) on its side facing away from the
cartridge system head (350) is smaller than the internal diam-
eter of the closure (360) in the form of an open hollow cylin-
der, a hollow cylinder that has a perforated jacket surface and
is closed in a gas-tight manner on its side facing away from
the cartridge system head (350) and whose external diameter
is equal to the internal diameter of the mixing space (320) is
arranged as extension (386) on its side facing away from the
cartridge system head (350), and pegs and/or fins are situated
as limit stop (374) in the mixing space (320) above the open-
ings (340) of the cartridges (330) whose internal diameter is
larger than or equal to the internal diameter of the shiftable
closure (360). This means that the dispensing tube (380) can
be moved from the direction of the cartridge floor (333) in the
direction of the cartridge system head (350) by application of
compressed gas. During this motion of the dispensing tube
(380), the shiftable closure (360), which is provided as a
hollow cylinder, is moved in the direction of the cartridge
system head (350) until it stops against fins or pegs (374) on
the cartridge system head (350). The openings (340) of the
cartridges (330) are freed through said motion of the hollow
cylinder (360) in the direction of the cartridge system head
(350). Simultaneously, the perforations (385) of the hollow,
perforated cylinder (386) move over the openings (340) of the
cartridges (330). This opens the cartridges (330). Alterna-
tively, the motion of the dispensing tube (380) can proceed
through action of a mechanical force through the motion of
rods, screws or studs.

A schematic cross-sectional view of a fifth alternative
example of a cartridge system according to the invention is
shown in FIG. 11. A mixing space (420) is arranged between
two or more cartridges (430). Openings (440) connecting the
internal spaces of the cartridges (430) and the mixing space
(420) to each other are provided in the cartridge walls (432)
that separate the cartridges (430) from the mixing space
(420). The cartridges (430) are closed in a sealing manner on
the lower end by feed plungers (462). A closure (460) that is
arranged in a press-fit manner in the mixing space (420) and
completely closes the cross-section of the mixing space (420)
also closes the openings (440) completely. At the same time,
it [the closure] is arranged in the mixing space (420) such that
it can be shifted in longitudinal direction. The cartridge sys-
tem comprises a cartridge system head (450), in which an
internal thread (451) for attachment of a dispensing tube is
provided.

The closure (460) consists of two parts. A closure part
(461) serves to completely close the openings (440) in the
starting position of the closure (460). The closure (460) com-
prises, as the second part, an extension (486) which is pro-
vided on the dispensing tube rather than the closure in all
preceding exemplary embodiments. The extension (486) is
provided as a hollow body that is closed on one side and
includes openings (485) in the side walls.

Upon a dispensing tube being fastened in the outlet open-
ing (422) through screwing it into the thread (451), the closure
(460) in the mixing space (420) is slid away from the outlet
opening (422). If the dispensing tube comprises, below its
external thread, an extension that is approximately equal to
the length of the extension (486) of the closure (460), the
closure s slid into the mixing space (420) exactly to the extent
that the openings (485) of the extension (486) are situated
over the openings (440) in the cartridge walls (432) in the final
position of the closure (460). This is the case because the front
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edge of the closure (460) facing the outlet opening (422) is
arranged on the lower end of the internal thread (451) of the
cartridge system head (450) in the starting position.

A closure (460) of this type is shown in a perspective view
in FIG. 12. The closure (460) shown has cylindrical geometry
and is also suitable for a mixing space (420) having a cylin-
drical internal space. The closure (460) consists of two parts,
namely the closure part (461) and the extension (486). The
extension (486) includes multiple oval openings (485) that
extend through the cylinder wall of the extension (486).

FIG. 13 shows a dispensing tube (480) for a cartridge
system of this type as shown in FIG. 11. The dispensing tube
(480) comprises a dispensing tube tip (481), an external
thread (482), and an extension (486). The extension (486),
which establishes contact between the closure part (461) and
the dispensing tube (480) when the dispensing tube (480) is
incorporated in the cartridge system, thus is subdivided in this
exemplary embodiment into a part having openings (485) on
the closure (460) and a part on the dispensing tube (480).
Accordingly, in the scope of the invention, the extension
(486) can be both part of the closure (460) and also part of the
dispensing tube (480).

Obviously, it is feasible just as well to structure the exten-
sion to be a part just of the closure; for this purpose, the
extension (486) of the closure (460) would have to extend into
or through the outlet opening (422) or at least to the region of
the internal thread (451) in the present case. Upon the dis-
pensing tube (480) being screwed in, the lower edge of the
external thread (482) would then meet an upper edge of the
extension (486) of the closure (460) and thus transition the
closure (460) into the desired final position.

A schematic cross-sectional view of a sixth exemplary
embodiment of a cartridge system according to the invention
is shown in FIG. 14. In this exemplary embodiment, a closure
(560) and the dispensing tube (580) form a unit. Both parts are
fixedly connected to each other through an extension (586) in
this case. The dispensing tube part (580) further comprises a
dispensing tube tip (581), a fastening means (582), and a
static mixer (588). Openings (585) are provided in the con-
nection, i.e. in the extension (586).

In its starting position, the closure (560) is placed in a
press-fit manner in a mixing space (520) that is situated
between two cartridges (530) which are closed on their floor
side through feed plungers (562). In said position, the closure
(560) closes two openings (540) that connect the interior
spaces of the cartridges (530) to the interior space of the
mixing space (520). A cartridge system head (550) that
extends the mixing space (520) comprises, on the inside, a
fastening means (551) that can act in concert with the fasten-
ing means (582) of the dispensing tube (580). The fastening
means (551, 582) can, for example, be internal and external
threads. The two threads can already be partially engaged to
each other in the starting position of the closure (560). Upon
the system of closure (560) and dispensing tube (580) being
screwed-in or fastened, the closure (560) is shifted such that
the openings (540) are freed, whereby, in the final position,
the openings (585) are situated over the openings (540).

FIG. 15 shows a schematic side view of a system of this
type of closure (560) and fixedly connected dispensing tube
(580). An external thread (582) is provided as fastening
means in the system shown. Instead of the left-hand thread
shown, a right-hand thread can obviously be used just as well.
As before, oval openings are provided as openings (585)
through which the starting components of the mixing ware to
be mixed can enter into the inside of the dispensing tube
(580).
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Through an external thread (582), the dispensing tube
(580) is screwed into the internal thread (551); in the process,
the extension (586), which is perforated at the cylinder jacket,
is moved in the direction of the cartridge floor and, simulta-
neously, the hollow body (560), which acts as shiftable clo-
sure and has a closed jacket surface, is also moved in the
direction of the cartridge floor until the perforations of the
perforated extension (586) are situated over the openings
(540) of the cartridges (530).

FIG. 16 shows a schematic cross-sectional view of a sev-
enth exemplary embodiment of a cartridge system according
to the invention. This exemplary embodiment has a rod (670)
arranged on a closure (660), which rod (670) projects from a
centring facility (690) in the centre of a mixing space (620)
that is provided as a hollow body. An unlocking facility (691)
in the form of a hollow cylinder is provided on the rod (670)
and/or the centring facility (690) thereof. The closure (660)
closes openings (640) which connect cartridges (630) to the
mixing space (620). A cartridge system head (650) having a
fastening means (651) for fastening a dispensing tube is situ-
ated on the front end of the cartridge system. The cartridge
system head (650) is structured to be a hollow cylinder that
forms an outlet opening (622) on the inside.

On the floor side, the cartridges (630) are closed through
feed plungers (662). The feed plungers (662) are connected to
each other through a plate (695). Two locking hooks (693) are
connected to the plate (695) in a manner such that the plate
(695) can be slid over the locking hooks (693) in the direction
of the outlet opening (622) over the locking hooks (693)
without any difficulty, but cannot be slid over the locking
hooks (693) in the opposite direction. For this purpose, the
locking hooks (693) may be structured, for example, in a
manner such that they are fixedly connected to each other and
extend through a hole in the plate (695) whose diameter is
larger than the width of the two locking hooks (693), and the
locking hooks (693) are fixedly connected there to a second
plate (not shown) whose diameter is larger than the diameter
of the hole in the plate (695). However, the locking hooks
(693) may just as well simply be removed after taking out the
plate. It is also conceivable that the locking hooks (693) break
off through the action of the unlocking facility (691) or are
squeezed together irreversibly, at least in part, such that they
cannot snap-in again afterwards. Other locking means (693)
may be used instead of the locking hooks (693).

The locking hooks (693) are made of a flexible material
such that they can be squeezed together relatively easily. A
locking step (694) is arranged in the region of the locking
hooks (693) in the mixing space (620) such that the hooks of
the locking hooks (693) can engage the locking steps (694).

In its starting state, the closure (660) closes the openings
(640). The locking hooks (693) prevent a motion of the plate
(695) and thus of the feed plungers (662) connected to the
plate (695) out of the cartridges (630).

If a dispensing tube having an extension is incorporated
into the outlet opening (622), the openings (640) are freed and
the unlocking facility (691) is slid over the locking hooks
(693) in a manner such that these are squeezed together and
thus a motion of the plate (695) away from the outlet opening
(622) and thus [a motion] of the feed plungers (662) out of the
cartridges (630) is made feasible.

Accordingly, the hollow cylinder (691) arranged on the
centring facility (690) is slid over the locking hooks (693)
simultaneous to the insertion of the dispensing tube, whereby
the locking hooks (693) bend perpendicular to the longitudi-
nal axis of the mixing space (620), and whereby the blocking
pegs locking hooks (693) move away from the locking step
(694) and thus the locking of the plate (695) is unlocked.
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One variant of the invention is characterised in that an
internal thread (651) or snap-in closure is arranged on the side
of the mixing space (620) facing the cartridge system head
(650), in that a shiftable closure (660), which can be shifted in
longitudinal direction of the cartridges (630), is situated in
press-fit manner in the mixing space (620) and is closed on the
side facing the cartridge system head (650) over its surface
perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the hollow space
(620), in that the shiftable closure (660) is arranged above the
openings (640) of the cartridges (630), in that the shiftable
closure (660) is connected through a rod (670) to a circular or
star-shaped centring ring (690), on the underside of which a
hollow cylinder (691) is arranged, in that the hollow cylinder
(691) has a diameter that is smaller than the internal diameter
of the mixing space (620), in that an external thread or a
hollow cylinder having pegs is arranged on one end of the
insertable dispensing tube, and in that an extension having a
perforated cylinder jacket, which is provided in the form of'a
hollow cylinder or any other perforated hollow body that is
open in longitudinal direction and has a perforated jacket
surface, i.e. provided with openings, is arranged in longitu-
dinal direction on the end of the external thread or of the
cylinder having pegs, as is shown in FIGS. 7 and 8.

The advantage of this arrangement is that the cartridges
(630) are opened and the dispensing tube is inserted simulta-
neously, and the cartridge floors that are closed by the plate
(695) are released simultaneously as well. Through this
means, the user can insert the starting component-filled car-
tridge inserts in the respective cartridge applicator gun/ce-
ment gun, which is used to operate the cartridge system, only
once the dispensing tube is inserted and the plate (695) used
to close the cartridge floors is unlocked and removed. Accord-
ingly, it is impossible to insert cartridge inserts in cartridge
applicator gun or cement guns for operation of the cartridge
system unless the dispensing tube is inserted and unless the
cartridges (630) are open. This renders faulty operation vir-
tually impossible.

For example, according to the invention, the cartridge sys-
tem made of at least two cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530,
630) is structured in a manner such that

a) two or more cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) are
arranged around an internal hollow cylinder or an inter-
nal irregularly- or regularly-shaped hollow body and
have longitudinal axes that extend parallel to the axis of
the internal hollow cylinder (20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520,
620) or of the irregularly- or regularly-shaped hollow
body (mixing space 20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520, 620);

b) below the cartridge heads (31, 231), one or more open-
ings (40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) are arranged in the
cartridge walls (32, 132, 232, 332, 432);

¢) said openings (40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) connect the
internal spaces of the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530,
630) to the internal space of the internal hollow cylinder
(20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520, 620) or of the internal
irregularly-shaped hollow body;

d) a body (50, 250, 350, 450, 550, 650) that is hollow in the
longitudinal direction of the cartridges (30, 230, 330,
430, 530, 630) is arranged on the cartridge head (31,
231) as cartridge system head having an internal thread
(51, 251, 451, 551, 651), whereby the internal diameter
of the internal thread (51, 251, 451, 551, 651) is larger
than the internal diameter of the internal hollow cylinder
(20,120,220,320,420,520, 620) or of the irregularly or
regularly-shaped hollow body;
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e) a continuous hollow space is formed from the hollow
body (50, 250, 350, 450, 550, 650) having internal
thread (51, 251, 451, 551, 651) to the cartridge floor (33,
333);

) below the internal thread (51, 251, 451, 551, 651), a
closure (60,260, 360, 460, 560, 660) that can be shifted
in longitudinal direction of the hollow space is arranged
in press-fit manner in the internal hollow space;

g) the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) are closed
through feed plungers (62, 162, 262, 362, 462, 562,
662);

h) the feed plungers (62, 162, 262, 362, 462, 562, 662) are
connected to each other on the side facing away from the
cartridge floor (33, 333) through at least one fin (65, 165)
or a plate (695);

i) arod (70) is situated in the internal hollow cylinder (20,
120, 220, 320,420,520, 620) or the internal irregularly-
or regularly-shaped hollow body, and is arranged in
longitudinal direction of the feed plungers (62,162, 262,
362, 462, 562, 662), which is connected by one of its
ends to the fins (65, 165) or the plate (695) and has a
length at least equal to the length of the feed plungers
(62,162,262, 362, 462, 562, 662),

j) the rod (70) is cogged on the side facing the cartridge
head (31, 231), whereby the tips of the cogs are oriented
in the direction of the cartridge floor (33, 333);

k) the cross-section of the rod (70) is smaller than the
cross-section of the internal hollow cylinder (20, 120,
220,320, 420,520, 620) or of the internal irregularly- or
regularly-shaped hollow body; and

1) aflexible snap-in device (72) is arranged on the end of the
internal hollow cylinder (20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520,
620) or of the internal irregularly- or regularly-shaped
hollow body on the side facing the cartridge floor (33,
333) and has a cross-section that is smaller than or equal
to the cogged rod (70), and a dispensing tube (80, 280,
380, 480, 580) with an external thread (82, 282, 482,
582) that is arranged on the side facing away from the
outlet opening (81, 281, 381,481, 581), in which a static
mixer (88, 388, 588) is situated in the internal space of
the dispensing tube (80, 280, 380, 480, 580), in that a
hollow cylinder (86, 286, 386, 486, 586) having a per-
forated jacket surface or a perforated irregularly-shaped
or regularly-shaped hollow body is arranged on the side
of the external thread (82, 282, 482, 582) facing away
from the outlet opening (81, 281, 381, 481, 581).

The term, cartridge system, is understood to refer to car-
tridges that are made up of two, three, four, five or more
cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630), whereby the indi-
vidual cartridges (30, 230, 330,430, 530, 630) are arranged to
be parallel to each other. The cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430,
530, 630) can be cylinder-shaped hollow bodies. These are
so-called side-by-side cartridges. The cartridges can already
be filled with starting components for a mixing ware to be
mixed, but can just as well be empty, i.e. may still need to be
filled with content, e.g. cartridge inserts.

The shiftable closure (60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) prefer-
ably has a closed jacket surface.

The advantages of the cartridge system are that all open-
ings (40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) in the cartridges (30, 230,
330, 430, 530, 630) are closed by just a single shiftable
closure (60,260, 360, 460, 560, 660) only. Said closure has a
slightly larger cross-section than the mixing space (20, 120,
220, 320,420,520, 620). This means that the jacket surface of
the shiftable closure (60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) is pressed
against the internal wall of the mixing space (20, 120, 220,
320, 420, 520, 620) and/or the walls (21) thereof. When the
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shiftable closure (60, 260,360, 460,560, 660) is situated over
the openings (40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) of the cartridges
(30,230,330, 430,530, 630), said openings are closed. In this
context, the shiftable closure (60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660)
completely overlaps the openings (40, 240, 340, 440, 540,
640) in a manner such that sufficient closed jacket surface for
sealing touches against the internal wall (21) of the mixing
space (20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520, 620). The sealing is
attained through the contact pressure resulting from the tight
contact of the jacket surface of the shiftable closure (60, 260,
360, 460, 560, 660) to the internal wall (21) of the mixing
space (20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520, 620).

Many common plastic materials in medicine, such as
polypropylene, have only low coefficients of static friction
and dynamic friction. This means that sliding processes can
be made to proceed by the action of relatively small force in
the case of tribological pairs made of such plastic materials.
The shiftable closure (60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) can there-
fore be shifted by axial motion if suitable plastic materials are
used. Through this means, it is feasible to move the shiftable
body away from the openings (40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) of
the cartridges (30,230, 330, 430, 530, 630) and thus open the
cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630). Therefore, when the
shiftable closure (60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) moves axially,
the openings (40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) of all cartridges
(30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) can be opened simultaneously.

The cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) are closed
through feed plungers (62, 162, 262, 362, 462, 562, 662),
whereby the feed plungers (62,162,262,362,462,562,662)
are connected to each other through fins (65, 165) or a plate
(695) on the side facing away from the cartridge floor (33,
333). This means that the feed plungers (62, 162, 262, 362,
462,562, 662) form a unit and cannot be moved individually.
This enables the pastes from all cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430,
530, 630) of the cartridge system to be expelled evenly. This
feature is essential if the plungers are to be moved by direct
application of compressed gas.

When the dispensing tube (80, 280, 380, 480, 580) is being
screwed-in, the extension (86, 286, 386, 486, 586) moves
along in the direction of the cartridge floor (33, 333). This
causes a force to be applied to the shiftable closure (60, 260,
360,460, 560, 660) in the direction of the cartridge floor (33,
333). As soon as the static friction between the jacket surface
of the shiftable closure (60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) and the
internal wall (21) of the mixing space (20, 120, 220, 320, 420,
520, 620) is overcome, the shiftable closure (60, 260, 360,
460,560, 660) can move in the direction of the cartridge floor
(33, 333). During this forced motion of the shiftable closure
(60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) caused by the dispensing tube
(80, 280, 380, 480, 580) being fastened, the openings (40,
240, 340, 440, 540, 640) of the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430,
530, 630) are freed synchronously. In this context, the perfo-
rations and/or openings (85, 285, 385, 485, 585) of the exten-
sion (86, 286, 386, 486, 586) are situated over the openings
(40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) of the cartridges (30, 230, 330,
430,530, 630). Through this means, the internal spaces of the
cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) are connected to the
internal space of the extension (86, 286, 386, 486, 586),
which is provided as perforated hollow cylinder or perforated
irregularly- or regularly-shaped hollow body. When the feed
plungers (62, 162, 262, 362, 462, 562, 662) are moved in the
direction of the cartridge system head (50,250, 350, 450, 550,
650), pastes contained in the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430,
530, 630) can enter through the freed openings (40, 240, 340,
440, 540, 640) into the internal space of the extension (86,
286, 386, 486, 586) and move through the static mixer (88,
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388, 588) in the direction of the outlet opening (81, 281, 381,
481, 581) of the dispensing tube (80, 280, 380, 480, 580).

According to the invention, the shiftable closure (60, 260,
360,460,560, 660) is preferably provided as hollow cylinder,
whereby it is particularly preferred for the hollow cylinder to
be closed over the entire cross-section only on the side facing
the cartridge head (31, 231). The termination of the closure
(60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) thus formed, which may, for
example, be a disc, prevents the pastes from spreading in the
mixing space (20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520, 620) in the direc-
tion of the cartridge floor (33, 333) when the pastes are
expelled.

It is essential for the invention that the dispensing tube (80,
280, 380, 480, 580) is screwed by its fastening means (82,
282, 482, 582) into the fastening means (51, 251, 451, 551,
651) on the mixing space (20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520, 620),
whereby the perforated extension (86, 286, 386, 486, 586)
that is arranged on the dispensing tube (80, 280, 380, 480,
580) or on the shiftable closure (60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660)
is thus moved in longitudinal direction of the mixing space
(20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520, 620) and thus the shiftable
closure (60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) is shifted along the
mixing space (20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520, 620), whereby the
openings (85, 285, 385, 485, 585) of the perforated extension
(86, 286, 386, 486, 586) are slid over the openings (40, 240,
340, 440, 540, 640) of the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530,
630). This means that, synchronous to the dispensing tube
(80, 280, 380, 480, 580) being fastened, the shiftable closure
(60,260, 360, 460, 560, 660) is shifted and thus the openings
(40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) of the cartridges (30, 230, 330,
430,530, 630) are freed, and the openings (85, 285, 385, 485,
585) of the perforated extension (86, 286, 386, 486, 586)
simultaneously slide over the openings (40, 240, 340, 440,
540, 640) of the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) and
thus open the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630). The
cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) are opened synchro-
nous to the insertion of the dispensing tube (80,280, 380, 480,
580). This makes it virtually impossible for volatile paste
components to exit from the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430,
530, 630).

Being provided as a hollow cylinder with one closed side
and an open side in the direction of the cartridge tfloor (33), the
rod (70) can travel a maximal path during the motion of the
feed plungers (62) in the direction of the cartridge head (31)
in the first exemplary embodiment. For this purpose, the
diameter of the tip of the rod (70) including the snap-in
locking means (71) attached thereto is smaller than the inter-
nal diameter of the shiftable closure (60) that is provided as a
hollow cylinder.

Itis feasible just as well to provide the shiftable closure (60,
260, 360, 460, 560, 660) as a hollow body with an oval
cross-section or a regular or irregular polygonal cross-sec-
tion. It is feasible just as well to provide the shiftable closure
(60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) as a massive body or as a body
that can be assembled from multiple individual parts (460,
461, 486, 560, 580). The shiftable closure (60, 260, 360, 460,
560, 660) can be manufactured from one or more materials,
depending on the requirements with regard to the chemical
stability with respect to the pastes and the desired sliding
properties.

According to the invention, pegs, fins or a ring can be
arranged as retaining means (74, 274, 374) on the internal
wall (21) of the mixing space (20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520,
620). They limit the maximal axial shift of the shiftable clo-
sure (60, 260, 360, 460, 560, 660) in the direction of the
cartridge floor (33) or in the direction of the outlet (322).

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

According to the invention, the perforated hollow body
(86,286, 386, 486, 586) serving as extension, in longitudinal
direction of the cartridges (30, 230, 330,430,530, 630), is one
length larger than or at least equal to the length of the open-
ings (40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) of the cartridges (30, 230,
330,430,530, 630). This ensures that all of the openings (40,
240, 340, 440, 540, 640) of the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430,
530, 630) can be freed upon the dispensing tube (80, 280, 380,
480, 580) being fastened. Thus, the entire cross-section of the
openings (40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640) can be freed.

Moreover, according to the invention, the retention means
(74, 274, 374) are situated at a distance to the openings (40,
240, 340, 440, 540, 640) of the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430,
530, 630) in longitudinal direction of the cartridges (30, 230,
330, 430, 530, 630) that is at least equal to the length of the
extension (86, 286, 386, 486, 586) and/or of the closure (60,
260,360, 460, 560, 660). The retention means (74, 274, 374)
are required to ensure that the shiftable closure (60, 260, 360,
460, 560, 660) cannot be moved beyond what was required
previously, when the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630)
were opened, upon the pastes being expelled. This means that
the retention means (74, 274) also serve to prevent the for-
mation of a useless dead volume.

The cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) can comprise
one or more slits (75) [that extend] from the cartridge floor
(33, 333) to at least half of the cartridge length and are
oriented such as to be parallel to the cartridge axis such that
the mixing space walls (21) also comprise slits (75) that are
oriented in longitudinal direction of the cartridges (30, 230,
330,430,530, 630) and are equal in length to the slits (75) of
the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630), whereby the
number of slits (75) in the mixing space walls (21) is equal to
the number of slits (75) in the cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430,
530, 630) and the slits (75) in the mixing space walls (21) are
situated above the slits (75) of the cartridges (30, 230, 330,
430, 530, 630) such that the internal spaces of the cartridges
(30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) and the mixing space (20, 120,
220, 320, 420, 520, 620) are connected to each other.

According to the invention, the fins (65, 66, 165) have a
smaller cross-section than the slits (75). This means that the
fins (65, 66, 165) can be moved through the slits (75) in the
cartridges (30, 230, 330, 430, 530, 630) in the direction of the
cartridge system head (50, 250, 350, 450, 550, 650) when the
cartridges (30,230,330, 430, 530, 630) are squeezed out. The
slits (75) serve as guidance for the fins (65, 66, 165) and thus
forthe feed plungers (62,162, 262,362, 462,562, 662) during
the motion towards the cartridge head (31, 231) upon squeez-
ing.

The scope of the invention can also provide pegs (251) that
are slanted on their upper side in the direction of the cartridge
floor (33, 333) to be arranged in the cartridge system head (50,
250,350, 450,550, 650) as fastening means (51, 251) instead
of'the internal thread (51, 251, 451, 551, 651), and pegs (282)
that are slanted on their underside to be arranged on the
dispensing tube (80, 280, 380, 480, 580) instead of the exter-
nal thread (82) such that the pegs (251) of the hollow body
(250) and the pegs (282) of the dispensing tube (280) form a
snap-in closure. Bayonet closures or retaining clamps are a
fastening system that is a conceivable alternative to the
threads (51, 251, 451, 551, 651) for fastening the dispensing
tube (80, 280, 380, 480, 580) on the cartridge system head
(50, 250, 350, 450, 550, 650).

A method for opening a cartridge system according to the
invention is characterised in that the dispensing tube (80, 280,
480, 580) is attached by its fastening means (82, 282, 482,
582) to the fastening means (51, 251, 451, 551, 651) of the
cartridge system head (50, 250, 450, 550, 650), whereby the
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extension (86, 286, 486, 586) arranged on the dispensing tube
(80, 280, 480, 580) simultaneously rotates along in the direc-
tion of the cartridge floor (33) and moves in the direction of
the cartridge floor (33) in the mixing space (20, 120, 220, 420,
520, 620), such that, in the process, the shiftable closure (60,
260, 460, 560, 660) is moved in the direction of the cartridge
floor (33), whereby the openings (40, 240, 440, 540, 640) in
the cartridge walls (32, 132, 232, 432) are opened and the
internal spaces of the cartridges (30, 230, 430, 530, 630) are
connected to the internal space of the mixing space (20, 120,
220, 420, 520, 620).

The cartridge system according to the invention is used for
packaging, storage, and application of paste-shaped bone
cements, dental multi-component preparations, adhesives,
sealants, cosmetics, and food items. The multi-component
cartridge system is particularly well-suited for storing and
applying paste-shaped polymethylmethacrylate bone
cements.

The features of the invention disclosed in the preceding
description and in the claims, figures, and exemplary embodi-
ments, can be essential for the implementation of the various
embodiments of the invention both alone and in any combi-
nation.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMBERS

1 Cartridge system

20, 120, 220, 320, 420, 520, 620 Mixing space

21 Mixing space wall

22,322, 422, 622 Outlet opening

30,230, 330, 430, 530, 630 Cartridge

31, 231 Cartridge head

32,132,232, 332, 432 Cartridge wall

33, 333 Cartridge floor

40, 240, 340, 440, 540, 640 Opening

50, 250, 350, 450, 550, 650 Cartridge system head

51, 251, 451, 551, 651 Fastening means on the cartridge
system head

60,260, 360, 460, 560, 660 Closure

62,162, 262, 362, 462, 562, 662 Feed plunger

65,165 Fin

66 Fin

70, 670 Rod

71 Snap-in locking means

72 Opposite snap-in locking means

74,274, 374 Stop

75 Slit

76 Slit end

80, 280, 380, 480, 580 Dispensing tube

81, 281, 381, 481, 581 Dispensing tube tip

82, 282, 482, 582 Fastening means on the dispensing tube

85, 285, 385, 485, 585 Openings

86, 286, 386, 486, 586 Extension

88, 388, 588 Mixer

179 Jacketing

461 Closure part

690 Centring facility

691 Unlocking facility

693 Locking hooks

694 Locking step

695 Plate

What is claimed:

1. A cartridge system for mixing and applying a mixing
ware comprising at least two cartridges that are arranged
parallel to each other and are bound by cartridge heads, car-
tridge walls and cartridge floors of the at least two cartridges,
and a mixing space having an outlet opening, wherein the at
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least two cartridges each comprise at least one opening in the
cartridge walls that connects the at least two cartridges to the
mixing space, and the at least two cartridges each comprise a
feed plunger for expelling starting components of the mixing
ware out of the at least two cartridges through the openings,
wherein the openings of the at least two cartridges are located
in the cartridge walls between interiors of the at least two
cartridges and between the cartridge heads and cartridge
floors of the at least two cartridges, wherein at least a portion
of the mixing space is located between the at least two car-
tridges, wherein a closure, that is displaceable in the mixing
space from a starting position to a final position, is arranged in
the mixing space in a manner such that (i) the closure closes
the openings of the at least two cartridges when the closure is
located in the starting position and (ii) the openings of the at
least two cartridges to the mixing space are opened, at least in
part, when the closure is located in the final position, wherein
the entire length of the closure is shiftable, within only the
mixing space and in a longitudinal direction of the mixing
space, from the starting position within the mixing space,
adjacent to the openings of the at least two cartridges, towards
the feed plungers to the final position within the mixing space.

2. The cartridge system according to claim 1, wherein the
mixing space is a hollow body having hollow body walls,
wherein the openings in the at least two cartridges extend
through the hollow body walls into the mixing space.

3. The cartridge system according to claim 2, wherein the
mixing space is arranged between the at least two cartridges,
in a manner, such that regions of the cartridge walls and the
hollow body wall are provided as a single part.

4. The cartridge system according to claim 1, wherein the
mixing space is arranged parallel to the at least two cartridges.

5. The cartridge system according to claim 4, wherein the
interior of the mixing space has a mobile rod arranged in
parallel to the feed plungers and fixedly connected to the feed
plungers through at least a fin or a plate, wherein the rod
comprises a snap-in locking means on the side facing the
outlet opening and an opposite snap-in locking means is
attached in the mixing space that acts in concert with the
snap-in locking means of the rod, in a manner, such that a
motion of the rod out of the mixing space and therefore a
motion of the feed plungers out of the at least two cartridges
is significantly hampered or prevented.

6. The cartridge system according to claim 5, wherein the
cartridge walls and/or the mixing space walls include at least
one slit that starts at the cartridge floor and is arranged parallel
to the cartridge axis, wherein a width of the slit or slits is
sufficient to take up the fin or fins and the length of the slit or
slits extends to at least half of the length of the cartridge.

7. The cartridge system according to claim 1, wherein the
outlet opening is arranged in a cartridge system head and the
cartridge system head comprises a fastening means for fas-
tening a dispensing tube on an inside of the cartridge system
head.

8. The cartridge system according to claim 1, wherein a
limit stop, in a form of pegs or fins, is arranged in the mixing
space and limits the motion of the closure in the mixing space
and thus defines the final position of the closure.

9. The cartridge system according to claim 1, wherein the
closure is arranged in the mixing space in a press-fit manner.

10. The cartridge system according to claim 1, wherein the
feed plungers close the at least two cartridges in a sealed
manner.

11. The cartridge system according to claim 1, wherein the
closure is a compact body or a hollow body with one closed
side.
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12. A cartridge system for mixing and applying a mixing
ware comprising at least two cartridges that are arranged
parallel to each other, and a mixing space having an outlet
opening, wherein the at least two cartridges each comprise at
least one opening in cartridge walls that connects the at least
two cartridges to the mixing space, and the at least two car-
tridges each comprise a feed plunger for expelling starting
components of the mixing ware out of the at least two car-
tridges through the openings, wherein a closure, that has a
length and is displacable in the mixing space from a starting
position to a final position, is arranged in the mixing space in
amanner such that (i) the closure closes the openings of the at
least two cartridges when the closure is located in the starting
position and (ii) the openings of the at least two cartridges to
the mixing space are opened, at least in part, when the closure
is located in the final position, wherein the at least two car-
tridges each comprise an interior having a length defined
between a first end and a second end located opposite to the
first end, wherein the openings in the cartridge walls and at
least a portion of the mixing space is located between the
interiors of the at least two cartridges at positions between the
first and second ends of the interiors of the at least two
cartridges, wherein, when located in the starting position, the
closure is adjacent to the first ends of the interiors of the at
least two cartridges, and further wherein, when located in the
final position, more than half of the length of the closure is
located at a position that is between the openings of the at
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least two cartridges and the second ends of the interiors of the
at least two cartridges.

13. A cartridge system for mixing and applying a mixing
ware comprising two cartridges that are arranged parallel to
each other, and a mixing space having an outlet opening,
wherein the cartridges each comprise at least one opening in
cartridge walls that connects the cartridges to the mixing
space, and the cartridges each comprise a feed plunger for
expelling starting components of the mixing ware out of the
cartridges through the openings wherein a closure, that can be
displaced in the mixing space, is arranged in the mixing space
in a manner such that it closes the openings of the cartridges
in a starting position and in that the openings to the mixing
space are opened, at least in part, in a final position of the
closure, wherein the closure can be displaced from a starting
position to a final position, wherein the mixing space is
arranged parallel to the cartridges, wherein the interior of the
mixing space has a mobile rod arranged in parallel to the feed
plungers and fixedly connected to the feed plungers through
at least a fin or a plate, wherein the rod comprises a snap-in
locking means on the side facing the outlet opening and an
opposite snap-in locking means is attached in the mixing
space that acts in concert with the snap-in locking means of
the rod, in a manner, such that a motion of the rod out of the
mixing space and therefore a motion of the feed plungers out
of' the cartridges is significantly hampered or prevented.
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